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,_._..MY Letters from Navarin in the

& § Morea, of the 4th Inftant, we
’ learn, that the Ottomans have
‘ a&ually fet Fire to the Maga-
. zines of OiLin Coron, and re-
B ¥ duced the whole City to Afhes.
The Inhabitants who efcaped
took Refuge in Navarin, which
Ccunt d'Oriow has made a
e snrnsors iy omsemcemse£> Place of ‘Arms, 5
HaMueURGH, June 8. The fecond Ruffian Squadron,
deftined for the Mediterranean, waits only for a fair
Wind to €il from Cronftadt. This Squadron is to
touch at the Mouth of the Humber, to take in Provi-
fons and other NecefTuries, for which Purpofe Englith
Pilots are already retained. [T&is confirms tke dccount al-
ready given from another Quarter.]

L o N DS O N S
Frem the LONDON CHRONICLE of May 29, 1770.
To THe P RINTE R.,

S IR, : 5
HILE Parliament was fitting, it would neither
have been fafe, nor perhaps quite regular, to
ofer any Opinicn to the Publick, upon the fultxcg or
Wiidom of their Proceedings. To pronounce fairly

‘wpon their Condudt, it was ueceflary to wait, until we

could confider, in one View, the Beginning; the Pro- -
grefs, and the Conclufion of their Deliberations. . The
Cauce of the Pubiick was undertaken and fupported by
Men, from whofe Abilities and united Authority, to
fay nothing of the advantageous Ground they ftood on,
might well bz thought fufficient to determine a popular
Queition in favour of the People.’ Neither was the
Houfe of Commons fo ahfolutely engaged in Defence of
the Miniltry, or even of their own Refolutions, but
that r2¢y might have paid fome decent Regard to the
known Diipofition of their Conttituents, and, without
any Dithonour to their Firmnefs, mighthave retracted
an Opinicn too haftily adopted, when they faw the
Alarm it had created, and how ftrongly it was oppofed
by the general Senfe cf the Nation. The Miniftry too
would have confulted their own immediate Intereft, in
making fome Concefficn fatisfadtory to the moderate
Part of the People, Without touching the Fact, they
might have confented to guard againtt, or give.up the
dingerous Principle, on which 1t was eftablifhed. In
this State-of Things, I think it was highly improbable,
at the Beginning of the Seffion, that the Complaints of
the People upon a Matter, which, in téeir Apprehene
fion at leatt, immediately affected the Life of the Con-
ftitution, would be treated with as much Conternpt by
their own Reprefentatives, and by the Houfe of Lords,
as they had been by the other Branch of the Legifla-
ture.  Defpairing of their Integrity, we had a Right
to expe&t fomething from their Prudence, and fomsz-
thing from their Fears. The Duke of Grafton cer-
tainly did not forefee to what an Extent the Corrup-
tion of a Parliament might be carried. He thought
perhaps that there .was fill fome Portion of Shame or
Virtue left in the Majority of the Houfe of Commons,
or that there was a Line in publick Proftitution, be-
yond which they would fcruple to proceed. Had the
young Man been a little more pra&tifed. in the World,
or had he ventured to meafure the Charaéters of other
Men by his own, he would not have been fo eafily dif-
couraged, . ;

The Prorogation of Parliament naturally calls upor
us to review their Proceedings, and to cenfider the
Condition in which they have left the Kipgdom.
do not Queftion but they have dome-what®is ufually
called the King's Bufine(s, much to his Majefty’s Sa-
tisfa&ion. We have only to lament that, in Confe-
quence of a Syftem introduced or revived jn the prefent
Reign, this Kind of Merit fhould be very confiftent
with the Negleét of every Duty they owe to the Nation.
The Interval between the opening of the laft and the
clofe of the former Sefion, was longer than ufual,
Whatever were the Views of the Minifter; in deferring
the Meeting of Parliament, fufticient Time was cer-
tainly given to every Member of the Houfe of Com-
mons, to look back upon the Steps he had taken, and
the Confequences thev had produced. The Zeal of
Party, the Violence of perfonal Animofities, and the
Heat of Contention, had Leifure to fubfide. From that
Period, whatever Refolution they toock was deliberate
and prepenfe. In the preceding Seffion the Depen-
dents of the Miniftry had affeCted to believe, that the
final Determination of the Queftion would have fatisfi-
ed the Nation, or. at leaft put a ftop to their Com-
plainte; as if the Certainty of an Evil could diminifh
the Senfe of it, or the Nature of Injuftice could be al-
tered by Decifion. But they found the People of Eng-
land were in a Temper. very diftant from Submiffion 3
and, although it was centended, that the Houfe of
Cor_nmom could not themfelves reverfe a Refolution,
which had the Force and Effe® of a judicial Sentence,
there were other conftitutional’ Expedients, which
would have given a Security afrinft any fimifar At-
- temapts for the future., The genersl Propofition, in
‘which the while Country had an Toteret; might have
been reduced to a pasticulas. $2, in which Mr.,

.

-Miniftry.

Wilkes and Mr, Luttrell would alone have been con-
cerned.  The Houfe of Lords might interpofe j—the
King might diffolve the Parliament;—or, if cvery
other Retource failed, there till day a grand conftitu-
tional Writ of Error, in behalf of the People, from the
Decifion of one Court to the Wifdom cf the whole Le-
giflature. Every One of thefe Remedies has been fuc.
ceflively attempted. . The People performed .tbar Part
with Dignity, Spirit, and Perfeverance. - For many
Months his Majefty heard nothing from his Subjects
but the Language of Complaint and Refentment j—=
unhappily for this Country, it was the daily Triumph
of his Courtiers, that he heard it with an Indifference
approaching to.Coatempt, « =3 =~ < » ' 7 i
+" The Houfe of Commons having affumed a Power
unknown to the ConfRitution, were determined not
merely to fupport it in the fingle Inftance in Queftion,
but to maintain the Do&rine in its utmoft Extent, and
to eftablith the Fa& as a Precedent in Law, to be. ap-
plied in whatever Manner his Majefty’s Servants fhould
hereafter think fit. .Their Proceedings.upon this Oc-
cafion are a ftrong Proof, that a Decifion, in the firft
Inftance illegal and unjuft, can only be fupported by a
Continuation .of Falfchood and Injuftice.  To fupport
their former Refolutions, they were obliged to violate
fome af the .beft known and’ eftablifhcd Rules of the
Houfe. In One Inftance they went fo faras to dcclarg,
in open Defiance of Truth and common Senfe, thatit,
was not the Rule of the Houfe to divide 2 complicated
Quefion, at"the Requeft of 'a Member *. But after
trampling upop the Laws of the Land, it was not
wonderful that they fhould treat the private Regula-
tions of their own Affembly with equal Difregard.
The Speaker, being young in Office, began with pre-
tending Ignorance, and ended with dccidin% for the

We were not furprifed at the Decifion ; but
he hefitated, and bluthed at his own Bafcnefs, and
every Man was aftonithed. :

The Intereft of the Publick was vigoroufly fupport-
ed in the Houfe of Lords. i Their Right to defend the
Conftitution againft any Incroachment of the other
Efates, and the Neceffity of exerting it at this Period,
was urged ta them with every. Argument that could be
fuppofed to influence the Heart or the Underftanding.
But it foon appeared, that they had already taksn their
Part, and were determined to fupport the Houfe of
Commons, not only at the Expence of Truth and
Decency, but even by a Surrender of their own moft
important Rights.. Inflead of .performing that Duty
which. the Conftitution expe&s from them, in return
for the Dignity and Independence of : their Station, 1n
return for the hereditary Share it has given them in
the Legflature, the Majority of them made common
Caufe with the other Houfe in opprefling the People,
and eftablithed another Doétrine, as falfe in itfelf, and,
if poffible, more pernicious to the Contftitution, than
that on which the Middlefex Election was determined.
By refolving that they had no Right to impeach a
Judgment of the Houfe of Commons in any Cafe what-
foever, where that Houfe has a competent Jurifdiétion,
they in effect gave up the conftitutional Check and re-
.ciprocal Controul of One Branch of the Legillature
over the other, vhich is perhaps the greateft and moft
important Obje& provided for by the Divifion of the
whole legiflative. Power into Three Eftates; and now
let the judicial Decificns of the Houfe of Commons be
ever fo extravagant, let their Declarations of the Law
be ever fo flagrantly falfe, arbitrary and oppreffive to
the Subjet, the Houfe of Lords hate impofed a {lavith
Silence upon themifelves ;—they - cannot mtergofe—
-they, tannot prote& the Subjett—they cannot efend
the Laws of their Country. A Concetl'on {o extraor-
dinary in itfelf, fo cohtradiftory to the Principles of

their own Inftitution, cannot but alarm' the moft un.
fufpe@ing Mind.. We may well conclude, that the
Lords would hardly have yielded fo much to the other
Houfe, without the Certainty of a Compenfation,
which can only be made to them at the Expence of the
People. The urbitrary Power they have affumed of
impofing Fines, and committing, during Pleafuré, will
‘now be exercifed in its fulleft Extent. The Houfe of
Commons are tos much in their Debt to queftion or
interrupt their Proceedings. The Crown too, we may
‘Be well affured, will lofe nothing of this new Diftribu.
tion of Power. After declaring, that to petition for a
Diflolution of Parliament is irreconcilable with the
Principles of the Conftitution, *his Majefty has Reafon
to expedt, that fome extraordinary Compliment will be
returned to theroyal Prerogative, The Three Branches
of the Legiflature feem to treat their feparate Rights
-and Interefts as the Roman Triumvirs did their Friends,
They reciprocally facrifice them to the Animofities of
" each other, and eftablith a deteftable Union among
themfelves upon the Ruin of the Laws and Liberty of
the Commonwealth. 2y
Through “the whole Proceedings of the Houfe of
Commons in this Seffion, there is an apparent, a pal.
- pable Confcioufnefs ot Guilt, which has prevented their

® This extravagant Refolution appears in the Votes of the
Houfe 3 but, in the Minates of the Committees, the Inflances
X R/;ji&lia: tontrary 1 Law and Trib, f Refufals to
- ar ¢ Law axd Truth, when propofil to sbem, are
ixnwnerable. OO0 T .

“daring to affert their own Dignity, where it has been
immediately and grofsly attacked.  In the Courfe .of
Dr. Mufgrave's Examination, he faid every. Thing that
can be conceived mortifying to Individuals, or offen-
five to the Houfe. They voted his Information frive-

lous, but they were awed by his Firmnefs and Integri-
ty, and funk under it. The Terms, in which the Sale o

of a Patent to Mr. Hine were communicated to the
Publick, naturally called for a Parliamentary Inquiry.
The Integrity of the Houfe .of Commons was dueg{

impeached ; but they had not Courage to move in their
own Virdication, becaufe the Inquiry would have beén
fatal to Cul. Burgoyne and the Duke of Grafton.
When Sir George Savile branded them with the Name
ot Traitors totheir Conttituents, when the Lord Mayor,
the Sheriffs, and Mr. Trecothick, exprefsly avowed
and maintained' every Part of the City Remonfirance,
why did they tamely fubmit to be infulted ? Why did
they not immediately expel thofe refraCtory Members ?
Confcious of the Motives on which they had ated,
they prudently preferred Infamy to Danger, and were
better prepared to meet the Contempt, than to roufe
the Indignation of the whole Paople. ~Had they expel-
led thote Five Members, the Confequences of the new
Dottrine of Incapacitation would have come immedi-
ately home to every Man, The Truth of it would
then have been fairly tried, without any Reference to
Mr. Wilkes's private Charaéter, or the Dignity of the
Houfe, or the Obftinacy of One particular County.

““Thefe Topics, I-know;-have-had -their Weight-with ——

Men, who, affetting. a Charatter of Moderation, in
reality confult nothing but their own immediate Eafe;
who are weak enough to acquiefce under a flagrant’
Violation of the Laws, when it does not diretly touch
themfelves, and care not what Injuftice is pra&tifed up-
on a Man, whofe moral Charaéter they pioufly think
themfelves obliged to condemn. In anyother Circuma
“ftances, the Houfe of Commons muft bave forfeited all
their Credit and Dignity, ify after fuch grofs Provoca-
-tion, they had permitted thofe Five Gentlemen to fit
any longer among them. We fhould then have feen
and ie.t the Operation of a Precedent, which is repre-
fented to be perfettly barren and barmlefs. But there
is a Set of Men in this Country, whofe Underftandings
meafure the Violation of Law by tlie Magnitude of the
Inftance, not by the important Confequences which
flow directly from the Principle; and the Minifter, I
prefume, did not think it fafe to quicken their Appre-
henf%ons too foon. Had Mr. Hampden reafoned and
ated like the moderate Men of thefe Days, inftead of
bazarding his whole Fortune in a Law{uit with the
Crown, he would have quietly paid the Twenty Shil-
lings demanded of him—the Stuart Family wou{d pro- -
bably have continued upon the Throne, and, at this
Moment, the Impofition of Ship-money would have
been an acknowledged Prerogative of the Crown,

What then has been the Bufinefs of the Seffion, after
voting the Supplies, and confirming the Determination
of the Middlefex Ele@ion? The extraordinary Proro-
gation of the Irith Parliament, and the juft Difcontents
of that Kingdom, have been paffed by without Notice.
Neither the genersl Situation of our Colonies, nor that
particular Diftrefs which forced the Inhabitants of Bo(-
ton to take up Arms in their Defence, have been
thought worthy of a Momant's Confideration. In the
Repeal of thofe A&ts which were moft offenfive to Ame-
rica, the Parliament have done every Thing but re-
w-ove the Offecnce. They have relinquithed the Reve-
‘nue, but judicioufly taken Care to preferve the Coa-
tention. .It is not pretended that.the Continuance of
the Tea Duty is to produce any diret Benefit whatfo-’
ever to the Mother Country. What is it then, but an
odious, unproficable Exertion of a fpeculative Right,
and fixing a Badge of Slavery upon the Americans,
_without Service to their Mafters? But it has pleafed
God to give us 2 Miniftry and a Parliament, who are
neither to be perfuaded by Argument, nor inftruéted
by Expsrience.

Lord North, I prefume, will not claim an extraor-
dinary Merit from any Thing he has done this Year in

“the Improvement or Agplication of the Revenue, A
reat Operation, directéd to an important Objeét, though
it fhould fail of Succefs, marks the Genius, and cle-
vates the Chara&ter of a Minifter. A poor contrated
Underftanding deals in little Schemes, which dithorour
him if they‘fail, and do him no Credit when they fuc-
ceed. Lord North had fortunately the Mcans in his
Poffeflion of reducing all the Four per Cents at once.
The Fai.ure of his ﬁ'rﬂ Enterprize in Finance is nct
half fo difgraceful to his Reputation as a Miniftcr, as
the Enterprize itfelf is injurious to the Publick, In-
ftead of friking One decifive Blow, which would have
cleared the Market at once, uponTerms propertioned
- to the Price of the Four per Cents Six Weeks ago, he
has tampered with a pitiful Portion of a Commodity,
.which ouvght.never to have been touched but in grofess
be has given Notice to thé¢ Holders of that Stock, ofa
Defign formed by Government, to prevail upon them
to furrender it by Degrees; confequently has warned
them to hold up and inhance the Price—fo that the
Plan of reducing the Four, per Cents. muft ejther be
dropped intirely, or continued with an increafing D*fe
- advantage to the Poblick. ' The Minlfter'y, Sagacity
bhaa ferved to raife the Value of the Thibg he means
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